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CONPIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 0944 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, SY 

SUBJECT: RECENT DISTURBANCE IN HAMA 
REF: (A) DAMASCUS 0831 (B) BEIRUT 1484 

1. SYRIAN INTELLIGENCE DIRECTOR POR HAMA, AN ALAWITE 
OPFICER NAMED MUHAMMAD GHURRA ASSIGNED TO HAMA YEAR 
AGO, WAS ASSASINATEDTHEREAPPROXIMATELY TEN DAYS 
AGO. GHURRA, REPORTEDLY CLOSE TO ASAD PAMILY AND 
POSSIBLY PROM SAME TRIBE, HAD REPUTATION AS BRUTAL 
MAN WHO DID NOT HESITATE TO RESORT TO TORTURE OP 
DETAINEES. HE WAS APPARENTLY KILLED BY RELATIVES 

OP ONE OP HIS VICTIMS. 

2. SYRIAN SOURCE IN GOOD POSITION TO KNOW, RECENTLY 
DESCRIBED TO EMBOFP SARG EFPORTS TO DEAL WITH 
INCIDENT. REGIME DISPATCHED UNITS OP RIF' AT AL-ASAD'S 
DEFENSE COMPANIES, UNDER LEADERSHIP OP ALI AL-ASAD, 
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RECONCILE DIFEERENCES WITHIN HAMA. HAMA RESIDENTS 
REPORTEDLY MAINTAIN SIGNIFICANT WEAPONS STORES, BUT 
NO EORCE WAS NEEDED. 

3. COMMENT: DECISION TO ACTIVATE DEFENSE COMPANIES 
TO QUELL HAMA DISTURBANCES REELECTS SENSITIVITY OE 
REGIME TO POTENTIAL INTERNAL TENSIONS AND ITS 
DETERMINATION TO PREVENT THEIR SPREADING. ALAWITE- 
SUNNI TENSIONS ARE REPORTEDLY MOST ACUTELY EELT IN 
HAMA WHERE REGIME IN PAST HAS BEEN OBLIGED TO EMPLOY 
EORCE TO PUT DOWN OUTBREAKS OE VIOLENCE ON PART OP 
CITY'S SUNNI MAJORITY. EMBASSY HAS HEARD NO HINT OP 

LIBYAN INVOLVEMENT IN AFPAIR. 

MURPHY 
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